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June 8, 1967

SECRET
MEMORANDUM FOR McGB

SUBJECT: More Immediate Subjects for Discussion

1. US ture-- in or stand back? The Committee's
discussion of emergency aid last night raised a basic issue that
applies to other problems as well, We are already aware of the
need to build a UN or multilateral umbrella over whatever we do.

But the real question is whether we should build anything. After

we and the UN moved in to care for the 1948 refugees, the local
governments washed their hands of the problem, and UNWRA with

its static camps is still with us. State's Task Force is recommending
to the Contrel Group this afterncon that we "take a constructive lead"
in organizing emergency relief. This also applies to proposing terms
of a settlement.

For discussion: Should we take the 1 or should we
back this time? The President throughout the Indian food
crisis has been a master of sitting on his hands to get others moving--
and with some success. Here too?

2. Buil on the ceasefire, The immediate tactical problem
is to bring the Arabs and Israelis into negotiation. If the SYG or
Council President can't do the job a mediator like PM Pearson
(who did the job in 1957) may be the next bet, Here again, we face
the basic question of how far in front we stand.

3. Combatting the ''big lie." Following out your third point
yesterday on information coordination, one of the major long-run
jobs in rebuilding our position in the Arab world will be to discredit
the charge that US planes took part in the Israeli attack. State has
Chet Cooper working on this. We've busily denied the charge; the
problem now is to crank up a longer term effort. It's worth your
making some noise about so that Defense, USUN and others will take
the problem seriously. Even the USSR suffers from the implication
that the US attacked and the USSR stood idly by; they may have a stake
in quashing it. Should we exploit that?

4. USS Liberty. We want to stress that this was a non-combatant
ship in the area for evacuation purposes. But with 10 men killed and
100 wounded, should we make public our protest? If we don't we'll
look like real Israecli patsies. Would protest help cool off the Jewish

community 7
TELLASSIFRD
SECRET.  Authosity V4T 2pF- 003 /=14
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